In the 1800s, Vancouver’s economic base consisted of 


wood and paper mills, ship- 
building, food canning, 


aluminum manufacturing and grain shipment. Subsistence 
agriculture in the region gave way to export crops such as apples, strawberries, and 
prunes. In 1879 the Northern Pacific connected Vancouver to Puget Sound, and in the 
1880s, railroad ferry service crossed the Columbia River to link to Portland and 
California by rail. In 1908, a railroad swing bridge across the river allowed even greater 
development. With World War I, the world’s largest spruce mill came to supply the wood 
for the new warplanes, and with World War II, ship-building. Today, high-tech and 
service industries make up a good portion of the economy as well, with many people 
commuting to Portland across the arms of the Columbia River. 


The Vancouver station has a waiting room and is staffed by an Amtrak employee. 
Amtrak provides both ticketing and baggage services at this facility. 


Vancouver is served by 12 daily trains. The Amtrak Cascades are primarily financed 


through funds made available by the Washington State Department of Transportation and 
the Oregon Department of Transportation. 


This is one of two cities named Vancouver that is served by Amtrak Cascades trains’ the 
other is in British Columbia. 


